
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST B-2872 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Part of the "Promised Land" 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

5653 Govane Avenue 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

B a l t i m o r e VICINITY OF 
STATE " COUNTY ~ 

Maryland ________ 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ^OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X_BUILDING(S) ^.PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL — PArtK 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—OBJECT _ I N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

_ N O —MILITARY —OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

T e l e p h o n e # : 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY,TOWN STATE , z i p c o d e 

VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r # . 
COURTHOUSE. F o l l O # • 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC H e C O r d S O f f i c e R o o m 6 0 1 * W X . _ A _ - . 

STREET 8. NUMBER . ~ 7 T Z ~T, 

Baltimore City Courthouse 
______ STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

City M Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY ?_LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Commission for H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 



Q DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
X X X 
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

I DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

5653 Govane Avenue is a two story, four bay,rubble, squared stone building. The 
basically plain parapet roof trim has two minor projections on either corner of 
the front facade, and a low gabled projection at the center two bays. All the 
windows of the facade are double hung with 1/1 lights and brick lintels and sills. 
An open porch, supported by two stone piers, projects from the first story center 
bays. A plain doorway is situated in the second bay (from the left). A crenelated 
stone wall enlcoses the property on which the building is located. 

5653 Govane Avenue is situated along one of the older residential streets in Govans 
where various houses of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries are located. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

> 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2872 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

X.1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c > l 8 ? 5 BUILDER/ARCHITECT U n k n o w n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

5653 Qovane Avenue is a uniquely styled building in Govans. It was built, along with 
several other houses of varying styles, during the 1870*s. This area, the "Promised 
Land", was developed as the earliest residential development for the layman off of 
York Road. It thus suggested the growing accessibility of Baltimore to Govans resi­
dents as the result of improving transportation networks. 

This development of houses acquired the name of the "Promised Land" because, according 
to legend, the developers of Govane Avenue promised so much in their advertising and, 
apparently, gave less than they offered. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-2872 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

B i l l Tamburrino, Planning A s s i s t a n t 
ORGANIZATION " DATE 

Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

100 N. Hol l iday S t r e e t ^96-)4866 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

B a l t i m o r e Maryland 91 9Q9 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Promised Land 
5653 Govane Avenue 
Block 5140A Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore County 
Baltimore East Quad. 






